
Your classroom without walls  

Como Woodland  
Outdoor Classroom



This guide feature the following topics:

There is navigation at the bottom of the 
page throughout this guide to link to these 
sections.

Como Woodland  
Outdoor Classroom
Your classroom without walls 

An introduction to

If you’re a teacher, your students can benefit from 
experiencing the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom!

Outdoor learning can increase student engagement 
and content retention, and improve attention within the 
classroom, among other benefits. The Como Woodland 
Outdoor Classroom offers teachers flexible opportunities to 
share this unique setting with students of all ages.  

Activities in the Classroom can fulfill a variety of curriculum 
standards across subjects (more information within).  

Features of the classroom include:
•   17.5-acre site within Como Regional Park with  

8 native plant communities

•   27 interpretive posts providing cultural and  
natural history 

•   Joyce Kilmer Memorial Fireplace, remnants of  
the Joyce Kilmer Cascade and Pool

•  Propagation garden

•  Accessible paved and gravel trails 

•   Conveniently located in Como Park near a zoo, 
conservatory, lake, swimming pool and picnic grounds

For teachers bringing students, the first step is to 
request a free permit at 651-266-6400. These permits will 
help to track numbers and activities for grant reporting and 
maintain an appropriate level of use for the environmental 
health and sustainability of the outdoor classroom.

Go to the CWOC website: 
comowoodlandoutdoorclassroom.org
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http://www.comowoodlandoutdoorclassroom.org


Getting there - Driving

CWOC Address: 
1221 Como Ave, St. Paul, MN 55103

Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom 
(CWOC) is located in the Como Area of 
Saint Paul, around half a mile west of 
Como Lake.  

The google maps entry for the CWOC will bring you to 
the far West edge of the “classroom” area, but there 
is no immediately obvious place to park from that 
location. It is recommended you use either of the 
following options:

1.  The simplest way to find the classroom is to drive to the 
Como Regional Park Pool and continue past the pool 
parking lot another 100 yards to the soccer field parking 
area. The Joyce Kilmer Memorial Fireplace is just across 
from the soccer parking area and is a great spot to launch 
any outing.

2.   Another method of approach would be to park at the 
Como Park Baseball Field Parking Lot and take the walking 
path just North of Como Ave. to the pedestrian street 
crossing, just short of the outdoor fire pits. This will bring 
you along the picnic/park area that could be used for 
meals or provide writing surfaces at the picnic tables.
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While some schools are close enough to walk to  
the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom, most teachers 
will need to arrange a ride. Here are a few ideas:

Grants for Contract School Buses
For school bus funding, check with:

•  your school principal

•  the local Walmart or Target

•  the local Lion's Club or Rotary Club

No Child Left Inside Grants 
Depending on legislative action, the state Department of Natural Resources may 
have funds for school bus transportation to outdoor field trips, through the No 
Child Left Inside program. As of June 2022, previous funds had been depleted and the 
Legislature had not appropriated additional funds.

Getting there - Transportation options

Public Transit Options
Metro Transit is an option for some schools to bring 
students to and from the Como Woodland Classroom. 
Using public transit keeps costs down, is climate-friendly, 
and is surprisingly efficient for schools close to certain 
bus routes.

Many schools give free bus passes to students, so the trip 
would cost nothing for those students. For kids without 
passes, kids 6-12 pay just $1 each way, and those 13  
and over pay $2.00. This assumes travel during non-rush 
hour times.

The Lexington Avenue bus stop — Como Pool Stop #939 
— is only about a block from the Woodland Classroom on 
Metro Transit Route 83. 

Teachers can sign up to be kept informed. As indicated on DNR's website: 
If you wish to be notified of future phases of the No Child Left Inside Grant 
Program, please send an email to outreachgrants.dnr@state.mn.us with 
the subject line "Add me to the contact list" or call 888-646-6367. 

Sample trip times to stop #939 from nearby schools 
using Metro Transit: 

•  St Paul's Central High School ....................   8 MINUTES

•  Murray Middle School ................................  8 MINUTES

•  Como Park Senior High School .................   4 MINUTES

•   Creative Arts Secondary School ...............  24 MINUTES

•   Washington Technology  
Magnet School ............................................  33 MINUTES

•  Harding Senior High School ......................  46 MINUTES 
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If you are uncertain about what to do once you arrive at the CWOC with your students or if you feel like you 
do not have expertise to lead an outdoor classroom experience, check out these easy to lead, aligned with 
Minnesota Science Standards activity suggestions. Click on the links to explore suggested activities for K-12. 

See how these activities can satisfy curriculum standards:

Every trip to CWOC can be different. Get ideas for customizing the focus of your visit with these suggested routes.

Explore the guidebook
Start by familiarizing yourself with this comprehensive guidebook for  
an in-depth look at the CWOC.

This guidebook will: 

•    Provide cultural and natural history background information for educators 
and the public to enhance enjoyment and understanding of the site

•    Serve as a foundation for teachers to develop their own lesson plans and 
activities that suit their disciplines and students’ grade levels

•    Convey information via interpretive posts to serve as a self-guided tour of the site

•    Describe strategies used by land managers, project partners, and volunteers  
to keep the Classroom healthy

Customize your trip to suit the needs of your students at 
the Como Outdoor Woodland. Here are some resources 
to start planning your next visit. 

Plan your activities

Suggested Routes

What to do
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https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook_March2017.pdf


Learners make discoveries through 
nature observation. We encourage 
dirty knees and hands!

Dirty Hands and  
a Magnifying Lens 
GRADES K – 2

SUGGESTED MATERIALS:  
MEDIUM TO LARGE, PORTABLE WHITE BOARD |  HAND LENSES | ANIMAL TRACKS HANDOUT (WINTER)

Who and What  
Lives Here?
Think about what kinds of animals 
and plants live in the CWOC. Search 
for evidence of living things. What 
nonliving things support life here? 
What did you find and which basic 
needs are met here? 

Leaf Sort: 
How many different leaves can you 
find on the ground? Can you tell 
which trees they fall from? How 
many different ways can you sort 
and group them? 

Tracks in the Snow: 
Search for animal tracks and 
follow them. How many different 
tracks can you observe? Do the 
tracks lead to other signs of animal 
activity? 

Build a Shelter: 
Discuss what an animal needs to 
live and stay safe. In winter, shelter 
is critical. Observe possible animal 
shelters along the trail. Construct 
the perfect animal shelter. 

Look, Listen, List: 
Count how many different types of 
plants you observe along a section 
of trail. Close your eyes and listen. 
Count how many different bird 
calls or songs you hear. How does 
the CWOC fulfill the basic needs of 
the organisms that live here?

Tree Life Cycle: 
Explore the life cycle of a tree by 
searching for a tree that represents 
each life stage. Then, spend time 
investigating a decomposing log. 
What does decompose mean?  
Why is this final stage of the tree 
life cycle so important?

FALL WINTER SPRING

K–2ACTIVITY IDEAS
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https://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/24021/Activity---Track-and-Sign
https://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/24021/Activity---Track-and-Sign
https://www.plt.org/family-activity/tree-lifecycle/
https://www.plt.org/family-activity/the-fallen-log/


FALL WINTERSPRING

Leave No Trace (LNT): 
Study the LNT Front Country Principles. As you travel through the CWOC, 
which principles could be better followed? What solutions are there? 

Fall Field Journaling: 
Practice using scientific language and journaling (alternate activity).

Pollinator Power: 
Research MN pollinators before visiting the CWOC. Search for pollinators on 
the forest edges and in the restored prairie area. Journal about the pollinators 
you observe and the plants that support them. 

Bees, Trees  
and Coyotes 
GRADES 3 – 5

Learners realize personal 
connections by exploring 
the animals and plants that 
live in the CWOC.

Species Focus - Coyotes:
Research urban coyotes before 
visiting the CWOC. Search for coyote 
signs (tracks and scat). What 
structures and functions support 
adaptability? Report discoveries here. 
What role do coyotes play in the urban 
woodland? 

3–5ACTIVITY IDEAS
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https://lnt.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Leave-No-Trace-for-Frontcountry.pdf
http://beetlesproject.org/resources/for-program-leaders/field-journaling/#1449353906589-0eaf37a4-c482
http://beetlesproject.org/resources/for-field-instructors/tree-exploration/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/pollinators/index.html
http://www.beetlesproject.org/resources/field-journal-pages/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/livingwith_wildlife/coyotes/index.html
https://urbancoyoteresearch.com/coyote-info/signs-coyote-presence
https://urbancoyoteresearch.com/coyote-info
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/tccfp


Learners explore the 
interconnectedness of the 
woodland ecosystem and 
the role humans play in 
maintaining it.    

Inspect, Detect, 
Connect 
GRADES 6 – 8

CWOC - An Altered Landscape: 
Research the CWOC prior to your visit in small groups on Google Earth, 
the CWOC Arc GIS site, a Twin Cities population growth graphic, a MN 
Historical Society article about Como Park and this Natural Vegetation 
of MN article. Write down your group’s questions to investigate further 
during your visit to the CWOC. What observations and realizations does 
your group have as you walk through the CWOC? How has the landscape 
changed? Now, what questions do you have? Continue the conversation 
back at school. What are the pros and cons of advancement, change and 
urbanization? Write, reflect and share. 

Bio-blitz: 
Plan an investigation of the abiotic and biotic resources at the CWOC prior 
to your visit that will help the CWOC Advisory Committee learn more about 
the animal and plant communities that exist. Consider using phone apps 
for organism ID, such as Merlin and SEEK. Report your sightings on this 
iNaturalist project site and then research and construct an ecosystem model 
at school to further investigate the interconnectedness of life at the CWOC.

Winter Adapted: 
There are a number of animals that 
remain active throughout the winter 
in the CWOC. Help us learn more! 
What animal signs can your group 
observe, ID and report to us? What 
birds do you see and hear? Use 
the apps listed at right in “Bio-blitz” 
for your winter investigation and 
reporting. 

FALL WINTERSPRING

6–8ACTIVITY IDEAS
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https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/466acd863c024f6db7e9193a56f5aa42
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/200550989634589250/
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/58/v58i01p040-058.pdf
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/58/v58i01p040-058.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/natural_vegetation_of_mn.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/natural_vegetation_of_mn.pdf
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/como-woodland-outdoor-classroom


Learners engage in community science to support 
the future health and vitality of the CWOC. 

Science in the CWOC  
GRADES 9 – 12

Student-led research projects
High school teachers, we welcome you to use the 
CWOC as your field study site for both short-term and 
long-term investigations. Here are some broad topics 
for potential projects at the CWOC.

•  Species specific (native animals and plants; we are open to trail cams that are strategically placed)

•  Invasive species Identify and/or locate and map. Site study and removal projects are welcome.

•  Indigenous / human history of forest use and land use

•  Christmas Bird Count

•  Species lists / field guide development

•  School friends group / ambassadors of the CWOC

Your students’ creative ideas are also welcome!

ANY SEASON OR SEMESTER

9–12ACTIVITY IDEAS
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https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/index.html
https://www.eddmaps.org/midwest/
https://mn.gov/admin/archaeologist/educators/mn-archaeology/prehistoric-period/
https://www.mnhs.org/foresthistory/learn/timeline
https://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/chouse/land_use.html
https://www.audubon.org/answers-your-top-questions-about-christmas-bird-count


GRADE 
BAND

ACTIVITY SUBSTRAND LEADING TO STANDARD STRAND

K-2 Who and What 
Lives Here?

• Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

K-2 Leaf Sort •  Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

K-2 Tracks in the 
Snow

•  Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

K-2 Build a Shelter •  Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

K-2 Look, Listen, 
List

•  Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

K-2 Tree Life Cycle • Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Evolution in Living Systems

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

3-5 Leave No Trace • Human Interactions with Living Systems

• The Practice of Science

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

3-5 Fall Field 
Journaling

• The Practice of Science

•  Interactions Among Science, Engineering, 
Technology and Society

• Evolution in Living Systems

• Structure and Function of Living Systems

• ELA to Science Connection

• Life Science

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

Activities to Science Standards Map

ACTIVITY IDEAS STANDARDS MAP
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/sci/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService%3DGET_FILE%26dDocName%3D005238%26RevisionSelectionMethod%3DlatestReleased%26Rendition%3Dprimary&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1655268246775068&usg=AOvVaw3OakvYQdr0a4g-fApg8Api


GRADE 
BAND

ACTIVITY SUBSTRAND LEADING TO STANDARD STRAND

3–5 Pollinator 
Power

• The Practice of Science

•  Interactions Among Science, Engineering, 
Technology and Society

• Structure and Function of Living Things

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• ELA to Science Connection

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

• Life Science

3-5 Species Focus: 
Coyotes

• The Practice of Science

• Evolution in Living Systems

• Structure and Function of Living Systems

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

• Life Science

6-8 CWOC - An 
Altered 
Landscape

•  Interactions Among Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Society

• Human Interactions with Living Systems

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

• Life Science

6-8 Bio-blitz • The Practice of Science

•  Interactions Among Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Society

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

• Life Science

6-8 Winter Adapted • The Practice of Science

•  Interactions Among Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Society

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

•  The Nature and Science of 
Engineering

• Life Science

9-12 Student-led 
investigation

• The Practice of Science

•  Interactions Among Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Society

• Interdependence Among Living Systems

• Human Interactions with Living Systems

•  The Nature of Science and 
Engineering

• Life Science

Activities to Science Standards Map 
(continued)

ACTIVITY IDEAS STANDARDS MAP
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https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/sci/
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Suggested Routes

Post 1: A Vision For Education And Restoration

Post 6: McMurray Field

Post 2: Joyce Kilmer Arboretum

Post 8: Citizen Science- Anyone Can Contribute To Science!

Post 9: The Workhouse

Post 10: Invasive Species Control

Post 11: Oak Forest

Post 12: Seed Collection And Dispersal

Post 16: Terrace Forest

Post 15: Conservation Of Decaying Wood

Post 14: Early Settlement

Post 24: Tallgrass Prairie

Post 20: Pollinator Promotion

Post 22: Stormwater Management

Post 21: Native American Use

 15 Post Route

Click on these buttons to see the route suggestions
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https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.Map_March2017_1.pdf


Suggested Routes

Plant Community Route

Click on these buttons to see the route suggestions This route will provide 
opportunities to learn about 
different types of plant 
communities in the area as well 
as throughout Minnesota

Post 2: Oak Savanna

Post 11: Oak Forest

Post 16: Terrace Forest

Post 18: Oak Woodland

Post 23: Wet Forest

Post 24: Tallgrass Prairie

Post 27: Pine-Oak Woodland

Post 26: Nursery and Bird Sanctuary
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https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.Map_March2017_1.pdf


Suggested Routes

Human History Highlights Route

Click on these buttons to see the route suggestions This route will help to illustrate 
uses of this area throughout 
history, including features no 
longer visible to the site. 

Post 21: Native American Use

Post 14: Early Settlement

Post 13: Como Park

Post 9: The Workhouse

Post 3: Joyce Kilmer Arboretum 

Post 6: McMurray Field
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https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.Map_March2017_1.pdf


Suggested Routes

Stewardship Strategy Highlights Route

Click on these buttons to see the route suggestions This route will help highlight the  
meaning of good land stewardship 
and different ways of augmenting 
human relationships with the 
natural world. 

Post 4: Fire as a Management Tool

Post 7: Planting for Species Diversity

Post 8: Citizen Science

Post 10: Invasive Species Control

Post 12: Seed Collection and Dispersal

Post 15: Conservation of Decaying Wood

Post 17: Tree Canopy Improvement

Post 20: Pollinator Promotion

Post 22: Stormwater Management
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https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.Map_March2017_1.pdf


Websites with Lesson Plans or Guides

Helpful resources

BEETLES Project

CWOC Guidebook

Great Explorations in Math and Science (GEMS): 
Teachers’ Guides

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer:  
School Resources: Young Naturalists

MN DNR Wildlife Activities and Lesson Plans

Teach Outdoors Minnesota: Curriculum Resources

Leaf Activities for Littles

LEAF Tree Identification Cards

North American Tree and Leaf ID Cards

Jeffers Foundation

CWOC Resources
Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom (CWOC) website

CWOC Guidebook

CWOC Species List (scroll to bottom of webpage)

Identify Nature with Mobile Apps (list of additional nature apps)

All About Birds

Learn more about a bird you see in  
the Classroom

Connections Academy-  
Using Math in Nature

List of activities to connect math  
with nature

MN DNR

Intermediate and advanced students  
can look up plants and animals they see 
to learn more

Poets.org

Lesson plans about the environment

iNaturalist

Ideal for more advanced students, 
identify plants and animals while 
contributing to scientific research

Merlin

Discover the birds in the Classroom 
using identification tools including 
sound ID and search functions

Seek (by iNaturalist)

Ideal for younger students, identify 
plants and animals with photos on 
your phone

ADDITIONAL WEBSITES & APPS

What’s Under Your House

How deep is the soil? Advanced students 
can discuss what this might mean for the 
ecosystem in the classroom
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http://beetlesproject.org/
https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook.Posts_March2017.pdf
https://www.lhsgems.org/gemsguides.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/wildlife-education.html
https://www.teachoutdoorsminnesota.com/curriculum-resources
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/education_safety/education/plt/activity_sheets/leaf-activities-for-little-kids.pdf
https://www3.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/leaf/Pages/LEAF-Tree-Identification-Cards.aspx
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/North-American-Tree-Leaf-Identification-Cards-Montessori-3263207
https://jeffersfoundation.org/resources-and-programs/
http://www.comowoodlandoutdoorclassroom.org/
https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Parks%20%26%20Recreation/CWOC_Guidebook_March2017.pdf
http://www.comowoodlandoutdoorclassroom.org/environmental-ed-resources.html
https://photofocus.com/mobile/mobile-apps/identify-nature-with-mobile-apps/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/using-math-in-nature-activities-for-kids
https://www.connectionsacademy.com/support/resources/article/using-math-in-nature-activities-for-kids
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/nr/index.html
https://poets.org/collection/lesson-plans-about-environment
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/wuyh/ipad.html


These materials were created as part of the Master Naturalist 
program through the University of Minnesota Extension.  

For information on how you can become a Master Naturalist, visit: 
www.minnesotamasternaturalist.org

Use this tag for social media and see what others are doing  
in the Como Woodland Outdoor Classroom!

#LearningWithoutWallsCWOC

https://www.minnesotamasternaturalist.org
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